Women Veterans Enrolled in the Airborne
Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry (AHOBPR)

Exposures and Self-Reported Cardiovascular Condition

Women Veterans, particularly minority women Veterans, may be more susceptible to cardiovascular diseases

due to exposure to airborne hazards while deployed.

Women Veterans currently make up 11% of the Veteran population and are

Fast the fastest-growing group.
Heart disease is the leading cause of death for women in the United States.
FGCtS Research has found that air pollution exposure can increase the risk of

cardiovascular conditions.

Demographics of Women in the Registry Exposures Self-Reported by Women Veterans
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Women make up 11%
of registry participants.

Women Veterans Self-Reported Cardiovascular Condition

Hypertension was the most reported cardiovascular condition among all women.

Other cardiovascular conditions were infrequently reported.
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Black women Veterans in the AHOBPR report more hypertension than other women
Veterans. Having hypertension increases the risk for heart disease and stroke,
which are leading causes of death in the United States.
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. Learn more at:
If you are a Veteran who has been exposed to airborne hazards, - https://www.warrelatedillness.va.gov/WARRELATEDILLNESS

discuss those exposures and any cardiovascular conditions you AHBPCE/index.asp
may be experiencing with your clinician. * https://www.womenshealth.va.gov/topics/heart-health.asp

AIRBORNE HAZARDS AND BURN PITS

Data from the AHOBPR self-assessment questionnaire analyzed by the A US. Departmenj[
CENTER OF EXCELLENCE Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits Center of Excellence (January 2026). of Veterans Affairs
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